turning black and remains at high risk of cancer and birth defects. 5 Despite this obvious correlation from the nuclear tests, the Atomic Energy Commission still refuted it.
In 1962 and 1963 the Atomic Energy Commission began releasing informational booklets in a series called "Understanding the Atom." Two of these booklets were Fallout from Nuclear Tests and Atoms in Agriculture. These booklets aimed to relax the public who had concerns from the testing done in Nevada. The Fallout from Nuclear Tests booklet does state that "there can be considerable damage to life from local fallout in areas far removed from those suffering effects of blast and fire." 6 Even with this admission that fallout from these tests can do considerable damage to local areas, namely Shoshone land, the tribe's damages to life and land were not given any attention. Instead, the booklet actually goes on to say: "The consensus of informed individuals is that the present or anticipated levels of radiation exposure from fallout due to nuclear tests (through 1962) do not constitute a hazard that warrants individual anxiety."
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After the damage the tribe suffered from the tests, the Shoshone nation was further pushed into a situation of dealing with the government tests. In the 1900s, with the ceasing of nuclear tests and the increase in atomic energy plants, the government sought areas to store the atomic wastes created as a by-product. The United States designated an area in the Yucca
Mountains, which are shared by both the Western Shoshone nation and the Goshute tribes, as the final repository for nuclear wastes. For this Goshute tribal lands are the main focus for the pollution from the wastes. for economic development. 8 This deal allowed tribes to directly negotiate with the Department of Energy to store high-level radioactive spent fuel rods from the commercial nuclear industry on their reservation lands. 9 The government wanted to store these spent fuel rods in the reservation lands for their remoteness away from "civilization" completing disregarding the native population of the area. The Atomic Energy Commission had mentioned the danger in another booklet from the "Understanding the Atom" series, Radioactive Wastes. The booklet states that the reason the waste is so hard to store is that "These wastes produce substantial amounts of heat for a number of years. Furthermore, their long-lived radioisotopes require hundreds of years to decay to safe levels; during all this time they must be stored away from man and his environment." 10 The tribes were expected to house these highly radioactive wastes on their land as a service not only to the government but also to themselves. The argument used by Leroy to the assembled natives appealed to their belief in their relationship with nature. Leroy argued that "Native American culture and perspective and its timeless wisdom about man and culture has a unique political and cultural relationship with the land, therefore they are best suited for this endeavor." 11 Despite this ridiculous argument and protests by many communities, sixteen tribes responded positively to the Department of Energy's proposal.
The tribes received money from the department and, due to the high levels of poverty in the reservation, the protests were ignored. reservations by offering them millions of dollars to host nuclear waste storage sites."
However, the Skull Valley Goshute tribe in Utah submitted for and received a grant to investigate the benefits and consequences before accepting the offer. The Goshutes, after the investigation, leased land to PFS, a private consortium of electrical utilities for the temporary storage of spent nuclear fuel instead of the government.
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This temporary and private leasing of land by the tribe has been fought against by the Bureau of Indian Affairs because it halts the government's attempt of obtaining the lands for a repository. Despite this small victory, the Goshutes have now become divided on whether or not they should sell their land to the government. The tribe is caught between economic need and cultural preservation. Unfortunately for the tribe, the government's treatment of their tribe for the duration of Cold War has put them in a scenario that may force them out of their ancestral home despite any protests. The tribe is near one of the biggest assortments of weapons and hazardous/toxic-waste storage or test sites in the US. One tribal member remarked: "People need to understand that this whole area has already been deemed a waste zone by the federal government, the state of Utah, and the country…Tooele Depot, a military site, stores 40% of the nation's nerve gas and other hazardous gas only 40 miles away from us. were operational from the 1940s to the 1980s. 18 More than 500 of these abandoned sites contain mixtures of Uranium, Arsenic, and other metals. These mines have consequently poisoned local water sources used by livestock and residents who lack access to regulated water sources on the Navajo Nation land. 19 This is a case that is reoccurring throughout the Southwest in which government or private groups, seeking the quick fortune during the Cold War, dug Uranium mines. These mines were then abandoned with disregard to the dangerous minerals and waste produced from the mining. The mine waste sites that are located in Native American communities have been overlooked because of low population densities and the remoteness of the waste sites themselves. 20 These mines were located quite close to native communities, but it was not until 1978 that the Atomic Energy Act began regulating the Uranium left over wastes at mines. 21 Therefore, the mines that shut down in the early 60s were not regulated and most of these were on the Native lands. An investigation into whether these mines presented a threat to
the Navajo public in 2015 tested water that was within a half mile of Blue Gap/Tachee community homes.
One water sample came from a seep that had been identified by local residents whose families had used the location for drinking water and livestock water in the 1960s and 1970s. 22 The study concluded that the water sources tested had 2-5 times higher concentrations of livestock were ingesting Uranium which is known to attack the kidneys in humans and have adverse development in animals. The United States government's lack of care for the Navajo caused damage that was never recognized. However, one tribe did manage to get public attention to their plight of Uranium mine wastes.
The Havasupai, or "people of the blue-green water", have their sole source of drinking water threatened by Uranium mine waste in the Grand Canyon area. At this time, four uranium mines operate within the watershed that drains directly into Grand Canyon National Park. 24 The
Havasupai were joined by many people from around the country and were able to get a 20-year ban on Uranium mining in the area. These different situations are among the worst consequences of the government's enterprises in gathering resources and building up armaments in the Cold
War. To get away with the total disregard for human life the United States government began to portray the Native Americans as savage beasts that are no different than the communist threat the US now faced.
Civil Defense , a branch of the government dedicated to preparing the United States for nuclear war, began releasing booklets, comics, movies, and other forms of propaganda to inform the public of their enemy and why they must prepare. In several of these documents a mural was the center point of discussion. The mural showed the challenges Americans had to face throughout the history of the United States. Two examples of these will be discussed. In This excuse was to hide the real reason for termination. Once the tribe was terminated, they were able to enter the free enterprise system and sell their own property. However, they lacked the sociocultural experience to think capitalistically and execute competitively. 29 This caused the government and public interests to take advantage of the vast lumber resources that were on reservation lands. In post-war America the rise of suburbia caused an increased need for wood as more houses were being built. This idea is proven in the Congressional records. In the hearing for termination, Senator Watters states: "…while this appraisal is being prepared, we are supposed to set up some management plans whereby the timber resources of the reservation will be managed under termination." 30 The United States government abused their power in order to exploit the resources that were on different reservations. In all, 109 tribes were terminated.
Approximately 2,500,000 acres of trust land was removed from protected status and 12,000
Native Americans lost tribal affiliation. 31 Some of these tribes have been given back their federal protection however a few tribes have completely dissolved.
The Cold War was a time of turmoil and lies while trying to advance the American agenda against the Soviets. During this time, Native Americans were subject to loss of land, 
